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 Memorandum
TO:  Amanda L. Rivera, Lee County Hearing Examiner

FR:  Vincent A. Cautero, AICP

Subject: Policy 6.1.8 – Compatibility of Commercial Development Near School Areas

Project: DCI2024-00024
Location: 94 4th St., Ft. Myers, FL
Date: May 29, 2025

1. Purpose of Report

To demonstrate that the proposed Commercial Planned Development (CPD) for a masonry company complies with Lee Plan Policy 6.1.8 and does not jeopardize student safety due to its proximity to an existing school to the southwest.

2. Policy Reference 
Policy 6.1.8: “Prohibit commercial development from locating near existing or planned school areas in such a way as to jeopardize the safety of students.” (Ord. No. 00-22, 17-13)

3. Site Context and Adjacencies

Direction 

Context

West

Proposed driveway leading to a school-related baseball field parking lot

Southwest

Existing school campus facilities

North/East
Commercial or neutral properties with no school-related functions

The subject site is not directly adjacent to school buildings or pedestrian paths. Ingress/egress to the subject site occurs prior to the proposed driveway to the baseball field.

4. Use-Specific Analysis
· Proposed Use: Low-intensity masonry company within a Commercial Planned Development zoning designation.
· Traffic and Operations: Anticipated low volume of truck traffic, with scheduled deliveries. No hazardous materials, retail customer activity, or high-frequency traffic expected.
· Pedestrian and Student Safety: No pedestrian crossings between the school and the project site. Physical separation exists between the site and the school. All vehicle movements are contained within the project boundary and will not overlap with student access routes or drop-off/pick-up zones.

5. Code Review and Compliance
· Land Development Code and Zoning: No specific restrictions found within the Lee County Land Development Code that prohibits the proposed use in this location in relation to schools or student safety. The use is permitted within the CPD framework.
· Policy Compliance: There is no evidence that student safety is jeopardized. The use is separated, limited in intensity, and compatible with surrounding development patterns.

6. Conclusion
Based on the limited scope of commercial operations, the lack of direct interaction with school property or pedestrian pathways, and compliance with all zoning and site development standards, the proposed use does not violate Policy 6.1.8 of the Lee Plan.
cc: Khalil “Kam” Muhammad, Planner, Lee County

      Megan Strayhorn, Esq.

      Carl Barraco, P.E.
      Jeremy Snow, Land Planner
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