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Direct to Public Hearing Lee Plan Amendments for Implementing HB 1379 

MOTION REQUESTED 

Direct staff to prepare, and bring back for public hearing amendments, to the Lee Plan that implement the requirements of HB 1379 and 
other minor amendments needed to update cross-references. 

ITEM SUMMARY 

Directs staff to prepare, and bring back for public hearing, amendments to the Lee Plan necessary to implement House Bill 1379. House 
Bill 1379 is a wide-ranging amendment to State Statutes related to environmental protection in the areas of wastewater management, 
septic systems, sanitary sewer services and planning, Basin Management Action Plans (BMAP), and the wastewater grant program. 
Amendments to the Lee Plan are required to maintain consistency with State Statutes. Additional minor amendments have also been 
identified to update cross-references to various County ordinances and plans. After the amendments are drafted, they will be considered 
by the Local Planning Agency before being brought back to the Board for transmittal and adoption hearings. 

BACKGROUND AND IMPLICATIONS OF ACTION 

A) Board Action and Other History: 

House Bill 1379 passed on May 3, 2023, and became effective July 1, 2023. The Bill amended several sections of the 
State Statutes related to environmental protection , which include the feasibility of providing sewer services to certain 
areas; prioritizing upgrades to existing treatment facilities; identification of projects to meet pollution reduction milestones, 
certain requirements for advanced septic systems within a Basin Management Action Plan; minimum nutrient removal 
standards; planning for future requirements for advanced water treatment; and annual reporting on the status of sewer 
services to areas subject to a Basin Management Action Plan. This legislation directly impacts areas of the county that 
are within a protected BMAP. Adopting policies and standards that are consistent with the legislation will help residents 
better understand the requirements and ensure consistency with Florida Statutes. Staff cannot move forward with the 
required amendments without BoCC approval. 

B) PolicY. Issues 

HB1379 amended several sections of the State Statutes. The amended statutes require changes in the Lee Plan to 
provide consistency between State Statutes and County requirements. 

C) BoCC Goals 

The amendments are supported by the following, existing provisions of the Lee Plan: 

GOAL 4: GENERAL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS. Provides that Lee County will maintain regulations which protect 
public health, safety, and welfare; encourage creative site designs; and balance development with service availabil ity and 
protection of natural resources. 

OBJECTIVE 55.1: Ensure an adequate, reliable , and economical supply of potable water and sanitary sewer service to 
meet the forecasted needs for all residents of Lee County. 

GOAL 56: SANITARY SEWER INFRASTRUCTURE. In partnership with franchised/certificated utilities providers, provide 
sanitary sewer service and wastewater treatment and disposal throughout Lee County. 

D) AnalY.sis 

Changes in State Statute require amendments to the Lee Plan to maintain consistency. Florida Statutes, as amended by 
HB1379, require the Lee Plan to: 
1. List any projects necessary to achieve pollutant load reductions . 
2. Prioritize advanced waste treatment. 
3. Address the feasibility of providing sanitary sewer services within a 10-year planning horizon for any development of 
more than 50 residential lots, build or unbuilt, with more than one septic system per acre. 
4. Define "enhanced nutrient reducing onsite sewage treatment and disposal system." 
5. Define "nutrient or nutrient-related standards ." 
6. Define "onsite sewage treatment and disposal system (OSTDS)." 
7. Require the installation of new systems to be an enhanced nutrient-reducing onsite sewage treatment and disposal 
system or other wastewater treatment system that achieves at least 65 percent nitrogen reduction on lots of 1 acre of less 
in certain areas. 
8. Prohibit new OSTDSs in certain areas where connection to a publicly owned or investor-owned sewage system is 
available. 
9. Require Lee County to provide an update on the status of construction sanitary sewers to serve certain areas annually 
to FDEP. 
1 O. Encourage the use of the water quality improvement grant to address wastewater, stormwater, and agricultural 
sources of nutrient loading to surface water or groundwater. 
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11 . Encourage coordination between Lee County and FDEP to identify the most effective and beneficial water quality 
improvement projects . 
12. Require advanced waste treatment for all sewage disposal facilities that dispose of waste into certain waters. 

E) QRtions 

These amendments are necessary to ensure compliance with State Statutes. If directed, staff will prepare the proposed 
Lee Plan amendments and route them through the Local Planning Agency for review and recommendation before 
bringing them back to the BoCC for transmittal and adoption hearings. 
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