
LEE COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 23-08 
Economic Element 
(CPA2022-00001) 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LEE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE 
PLAN, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE "LEE PLAN," ADOPTED BY 
ORDINANCE NO. 89-02, AS AMENDED, SO AS TO ADOPT 
AMENDMENTS PERTAINING TO THE ECONOMIC ELEMENT 
(CPA2022-00001) APPROVED DURING A PUBLIC HEARING; 
PROVIDING FOR PURPOSE, INTENT, AND SHORT TITLE; 
AMENDMENTS TO ADOPTED TEXT; LEGAL EFFECT OF "THE LEE 
PLAN"; PERTAINING TO MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ARISE FROM 
CONSIDERATION AT PUBLIC HEARING; GEOGRAPHICAL 
APPLICABILITY; SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, SCRIVENER'S 
ERRORS, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Comprehensive Plan ("Lee Plan") and Chapter XIII , 
provides for adoption of amendments to the Plan in compliance with State statutes and in 
accordance with administrative procedures adopted by the Board of County 
Commissioners ("Board"); and, 

WHEREAS, the Board, in accordance with Section 163.3181 , Florida Statutes, 
and Lee County Administrative Code AC-13-6 provide an opportunity for the public to 
participate in the plan amendment public hearing process; and, 

WHEREAS, the Lee County Local Planning Agency ("LPA") held a public hearing 
on the proposed amendment in accordance with Florida Statutes and the Lee County 
Administrative Code on October 24, 2022; and , 

WHEREAS, the Board held a public hearing for the transmittal of the proposed 
amendment on February 8, 2023. At that hearing, the Board approved a motion to send , 
and did later send, proposed amendment pertaining to Economic Element 
(CPA2022-00001) to the reviewing agencies set forth in Section 163.3184(1)(c), F.S. for 
review and comment; and, 

WHEREAS, at the February 8, 2023 meeting, the Board announced its intention to 
hold a public hearing after the receipt of the reviewing agencies' written comments; and, 

WHEREAS, on April 19, 2023, the Board held a public hearing and adopted the 
proposed amendment to the Lee Plan set forth herein. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF LEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, THAT: 
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SECTION ONE: PURPOSE, INTENT AND SHORT TITLE 

The Board of County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida, in compliance with 
Chapter 163, Part II , Florida Statutes, and with Lee County Administrative CodeAC-13-6, 
conducted public hearings to review proposed amendments to the Lee Plan. The purpose 
of this ordinance is to adopt text amendments to the Lee Plan discussed at those 
meetings and approved by a majority of the Board of County Commissioners. The short 
title and proper reference for the Lee County Comprehensive Land Use Plan, as hereby 
amended, will continue to be the "Lee Plan." This amending ordinance may be 
referred to as the "Economic Element Ordinance (CPA2022-00001 )." 

SECTION TWO: ADOPTION OF COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT 

The Lee County Board of County Commissioners amends the existing Lee Plan, 
adopted by Ordinance Number 89-02, as amended , by adopting an amendment to the 
Lee Plan to support and promote Lee County's economic development strategies through 
the Lee Plan Planning Horizon, 2045. Amendments will include: updating the Economic 
Element; aligning allowable uses within Lee County's employment centers with targeted 
industries; and, non-substantive amendments needed to maintain internal consistency 
within the Lee Plan, known as Economic Element (CPA2022-00001). 

The corresponding Staff Reports and Analysis, along with all attachments and 
application submittals for this amendment are adopted as "Support Documentation" for 
the Lee Plan. Proposed amendments adopted by this Ordinance are attached as Exhibit 
A. 

SECTION THREE: LEGAL EFFECT OF THE "LEE PLAN" 

No public or private development will be permitted except in conformity with the 
Lee Plan. All land development regulations and land development orders must be 
consistent with the Lee Plan as amended. 

SECTION FOUR: MODIFICATION 

It is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners that the provisions of this 
Ordinance may be modified as a result of consideration that may arise during Public 
Hearing(s). Such modifications shall be incorporated into the final version. 

SECTION FIVE: GEOGRAPHIC APPLICABILITY 

The Lee Plan is applicable throughout the unincorporated area of Lee County, 
Florida, except in those unincorporated areas included in joint or interlocal agreements 
with other local governments that specifically provide otherwise. 
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SECTION SIX: SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of this ordinance are severable and it is the intention of the Board of 
County Commissioners of Lee County, Florida, to confer the whole or any part of the 
powers herein provided. If any of the provisions of this ordinance are held 
unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of that court will not 
affect or impair the remaining provisions of this ordinance. It is hereby declared to be the 
legislative intent of the Board that this ordinance would have been adopted had the 
unconstitutional provisions not been included therein . 

SECTION SEVEN: INCLUSION IN CODE, CODIFICATION, SCRIVENERS' ERROR 

It is the intention of the Board of County Commissioners that the provisions of this 
ordinance will become and be made a part of the Lee County Code. Sections of this 
ordinance may be renumbered or relettered and the word "ordinance" may be changed to 
"section," "article," or other appropriate word or phrase in order to accomplish this 
intention; and regardless of whether inclusion in the code is accomplished, sections of 
this ordinance may be renumbered or relettered. The correction of typographical errors 
that do not affect the intent, may be authorized by the County Manager, or his designee, 
without need of public hearing, by filing a corrected or recodified copy with the Clerk of the 
Circuit Court. 

SECTION EIGHT: EFFECTIVE DATE 

The plan amendments adopted herein are not effective until 31 days after the 
State Land Planning Agency notifies the County that the plan amendment package is 
complete. If timely challenged, an amendment does not become effective until the State 
Land Planning Agency or the Administrative Commission enters a final order determining 
the adopted amendment to be in compliance. No development orders, development 
permits, or land uses dependent on this amendment may be issued or commence before 
the amendment has become effective. If a final order of noncompliance is issued by the 
Administration Commission, this amendment may nevertheless be made effective by 
adoption of a resolution affirming its effective status. 
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THE FOREGOING ORDINANCE was offered by Commissioner Ruane, who 
moved its adoption. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Greenwell. The vote 
was as follows: 

Kevin Ruane Aye 
Cecil L Pendergrass Aye 
Raymond Sandelli Aye 
Brian Hamman Aye 
Mike Greenwell Aye 

DONE AND ADOPTED this 19th day of April 2023. 

DATE: _ ____.___,.~,___,u_0_.z:-_~--

APPROVED AS TO FORM FOR THE 
RELIANCE OF LEE COUNTY ONLY 

~ '--!.._r:)_ 

County Attorney's Office 

Exhibit A (Adopted by BOCCC April 18, 2023): 
Adopted revisions to Lee Plan Text 
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EXHIBIT A 

Note: Text depicted with underscore represents additions to the Lee Plan. 
Strike-through text represents deletions from the Lee Plan. 
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EXHIBIT A CPA2022-00001 

Text Amendments: 

II. Future Land Use Element 

POLICY 1.1.7: The Industrial Development future land use category are areas characterized by 
the special locational requirements needed to support industrial uses such as: access to 
transportation (e.g., air, rail, highway) for freight movement and efficiency: industrial levels of 
water, sewer, fire protection, and other public services: and, employees. plays BB imper:tant rele in 
streagtkefJ:ing tke Gm.mty's eeenemie ease anEI will eeeeme inereasingly imper:tGH.t as tke Gm.mty 
grews in si,3e aHa 1::lf0aH eemple~dty. Te a great e¾Qeat tkese are tke areas te wkiek Lee Cewnty mwst 
leek fer e~(f)anaeajee epper:tl¾Rities, iR-¥estmeflts BBEI preawetien eppertYnities, anEI a ealaHeea aHEI 
swffieient tax ease witkin tke Cewnty. Tke Inawstrial De¥elepment RitYFe lane wse This category is 
reserved mainly for industrial uses which includes uses such as ana land wse mbr:twres inelwaing 
inawstrial, manufacturing, processing and warehousing, data and logistics centers, research and 
development activities, laboratories, reereatieeal, and, if specifically related to adjoining industrial 
uses, training facilities and office uses. Residential uses, other than bona fide caretaker residences, 
are not permitted in this future land use category. (if speeifieally relates te aEljeiniag inawstrial 
wses). Tkese wses kwre speeial leeatienal reqwirements tkat are mere stria-gent tkaH tkese fer 
resiaential areas, inelwaiag: traBsper:tatiea aeeEls (e.g., air, rail, kigkwajr); iaEIYStrial IO¥els ef water, 
sewer, fire proteetien, aHa etker pYelie sef\'iee neeas; anEI, empleyee neeas, swek as eeieg 
een¥eniently leeatea. Retail, recreational,. and service uses are allowed as follows: 

1. Retailing and/or wholesaling of products manufactured or directly related to that manufactured 
on the premises; or, 

2. Recreational, service and retail uses may not exceed 20% of the total acreage within the 
Industrial Development future land use categoryies of each Planning District. 

It is the County's policy to prevent encroachment of incompatible uses, such as residential, into 
areas designated Industrial Development. In order to provide adequate area in locations suitable 
for industrial uses and to meet the County's corresponding needs for job creation and economic 
development, the County will not support land use changes from Industrial Development to 
accommodate residential development. 

POLICY 1.1.10: The Commercial future land use category is located ia elese prm<lmity te eKistiag 
eemmereial areas er eerriElers aeeemmeElatiag empleyment eeftters, tm,lrist eriefttee areas, aee 
wkere eemmereial sef\'iees are neeessary te meet tke prejeetea neees eftke resiaefttial areas eftke 
Gel¾Rty. Tkese areas are speeifieally eesigaatea fer eemmereial wses. R-esiaential wses, etker tRGH. 
eena fiae earetal~er resiaenees, are net permittea in tkis flffilfe lane wse eategery. The Cemmereial 
RitYFe lane wse eategery is in areas where residential uses are not expected or compatible due to the 
nature of tke--surrounding land uses,. ana tkeir location along major travel corridors, or......The 
Cemmereial eategery is intenaea fer wse where residential development would increase densities 
in areas swek as tke Coastal High Hazard Areas ef tke Cel¾Rty or in areas swek as Lehigh Acres,. 
where residential uses are abundant and existing commercial areas serving the residential needs are 
eu.-tremely limited. In these locations, the Tk&-requisite infrastructure needed for commercial 
development is generally planned or in place. Ne1.v ae¥elepments ia tkis eategery mwst eenneet te 
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a potable v,,ater aad sa:Aitary se'wer system. Commercial retail developments, hotels and motels, 
banks, all types of office development, research and development, public, and other similar 
development will be predominant in the Commercial future land use category. Limited light 
industrial uses are also permitted, excluding outdoor storage type uses. Residential uses, other than 
bona fide caretaker residences, are not permitted in this future land use category. Any redesignation 
of land to the Commercial future land use category should occur along major travel corridors and 
at road intersections. The planned development rezoning process must be used to prevent adverse 
impacts to the surrounding areas and to ensure that appropriate site development regulations are 
incorporated into the development plans of each site. New developments in this category must 
connect to a potable water and sanitary sewer system. 

POLICY 1.1.13: The Tradeport future land use category includes areas of commercial and 
industrial lands adjacent to the airport. These areas will include developments consisting of light 
manufacturing or assembly, data centers, warehousing, and distribution facilities; research and 
development activities; laboratories; ground transportation and airport-related terminals or transfer 
facilities; hotels/motels, meeting facilities; education and training facilities: and._ office uses. 

Stand-alone retail commercial uses intended to support and complement the surrounding business 
and industrial land uses are permitted if they are approved as part of a Development of Regional 
Impact (DRI) or Planned Development rezoning. Stand-alone retail commercial uses are limited to 
1 acre out of every 10 Tradeport and preserved wetland acres within the project. To provide an 
incentive to preserve upland habitat, Developments of Regional Impact or Planned Developments 
may also receive additional stand-alone retail acres at the rate of 1 additional acre out of every 10 
acres of preserved and enhanced uplands within the project that protect wetlands, flow-ways or 
occupied listed species habitat. Ancillary retail commercial uses, related directly to the sale of 
products manufactured or services provided in the-Tradeport, are allowed if they are part of a 
planned development. Residential uses, other than bona fide caretaker residences, are not permitted 
in this future land use category. Caretaker resideRees are Rot permitted iR the Airport ~ioise ZoRe 
B. Speeial ewriromBefttal a:Ad desigR re11ie•.v gttideliRes vrill ee applied to this fimH:e la:Ad ttse 
eategory eeea:Hse of its loeatioR withiR the Sb£ Mile Cypress BasiR aad iR order to maiRtaiR the 
appearanee of this area as a primary poiftt ofefttry iftto Lee C01:1Rty-1-. 

************************************************************************************* 

POLICY 1.6.1: The Airport Noise Zones (Map 1-E) cover areas subject to varying levels of 
airport-related noise. In conformance with Airport Noise Compatibility Planning outlined in Title 
14 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 150, the Port Authority will update the aviation 
forecasts and associated noise contours for the Southwest Florida International Airport when 
warranted by operational changes and will initiate an amendment to the Airport Noise Zone 
Overlay to reflect the updates as applicable. In addition to meeting the requirements of the 
underlying Future Land Use Map categories, properties within the Airport Noise Zone Overlay 
must meet the following: 

-1- Pfepe~· iR SeeaeR I w the east 14 efSeelieR 2, TewRsl!ip 46 Sel!tk, lliH!ge 2S Bost, IH!d in. See*ieR 6, TewRsl!ip 46 Sel!tk, R&Rge 26 Bll!H, R111st 
0e Fei!eRed *8 a plar.ned de\·elej1R10R* i!BRiflg emegeiy pFieF *e ~· de•;elepR1era otkeF *l!aR *l!e eoRsklietieR of esseraial j1110lie sef\·iees. D!!r'.ng the 
Fei'!BRiRg pF0eess, the 0est eR•;iF0RR1eRtal R1anageR1era jlflletiees ideRtif:.'ied OR pages H aRd 4 4 ef the .ruly 28, I 993 HeRigaF & Ray st11c½· eraitled, 
"GF011Rdw8*0F Reso11FGe PF0teetioR Stlldy" will 00 Fe011ttaely pFesllff!ed to 00 Reeessaiy to pFo*eet f!Bteraial gFBl!RdwateF Fese11Fees iR the aFea. 

I 
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Zone Al Airport Property is limited to uses that are compatible with airports and air commerce, 
including but not limited to those necessary to provide services and convenience goods to airline 
passengers, those generally associated with airport operation, and related development. Upon 
disposition of any Port Authority property, the land is then subject to the Noise Zone as applicable 
based on the most recent Composite Day-Night Average Noise Level (DNL) Noise Contours map 
for Southwest Florida International Airport approved by the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA). 

Zone B does not permit any residential units, places of worship, libraries, schools, hospitals, 
correctional institutions or nursing homes. However, residential units, including mobile or 
manufactured homes, that were lawfully existing as of June 27, 2000 will be treated as legally 
permitted uses and may be replaced with a new mobile or manufactured home or conventional 
single family construction as long as such replacement would be otherwise allowed by the LDC. 
However, an existing conventional home may not be replaced with a new mobile or manufactured 
home. One conventional single family home is permitted on each lot in a plat properly recorded 
before June 27, 2000 if such use would have been permitted on the lot prior to June 27, 2000. In 
the Industrial Development. Tradeport. and Commercial future land use categories. caretaker 
residences are permitted. Zone B requires formal notification as provided for in the LDC. 

Zone C and D allow existing and new construction and land uses as would otherwise be permitted 
by the LDC. These zones require formal notification as provided for in the LDC. 

************************************************************************************* 

POLICY 5.1.4: Residential development. except for caretaker residences. is prohibited in the 
Industrial Development. Commercial. and Tradeport future land use categories and in Airport 
Noise Zone B. Prohiait resiaefttial ae¥elepmeftt iR all lRaustrial De•1elepmeftt areas aRa ,-\irport 
~~oise ZoRe B as iRaieatea oR the Future Lar-ia Use Map, e~Eeept for resiaeRees iR the IRaustrial 
De•1elopmefttarea for a earetaker or seeurity g1:1ara. (Ord. No. 94-30, 03-02, 18-05) 

************************************************************************************* 

POLICY 6.1.3: Commercial developments requiring rezoning and meeting Development of 
County Impact (DCI) thresholds~ must be rezoned to a ae¥elopea as Planned Developments except 
if located within the Mixed Use Overlay. The Planned Development must be designed to arrange 
uses in an integrated and cohesive unit in order to: provide visual harmony and screening; reduce 
dependence on the automobile; promote pedestrian movement within the development; utilize joint 
parking, access and loading facilities; avoid negative impacts on surrounding land uses and traffic 
circulation; protect natural resources; and, provide necessary services and facilities where they are 
inadequate to serve the proposed use. 

POLICY 6.1.5: Maintain +he-land development regulations that will require that-commercial 
development be designed to protect the traffic-carrying capacity of roads and streets. Methods to 
achieve this include, but are not limited to: frontage roads; clustering of activities; limiting access; 
sharing access; setbacks from existing rights-of-way; acceleration, deceleration and right-tum-only 
lanes; and, signalization and intersection improvements. 
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POLICY 6.1.6: Maintain +he-land development regulations that will- require that-commercial 
development provide adequate and appropriate landscaping, open space, ftft6 buffering, and 
architectural standards. Sueh de¥elepmeat is eaee\:lffiged te be arehiteetl::H"ally desigaed se as te 
eftfl:anoe the appeaFaHoe ef struomres and parkiag l¼Feas and blead 1Nith the ohara:otef ef e1astiag ef 
plB:Ilfled sl::H"feHndiag land uses. 

POLICY 6.1.10: Maintain Pf011ide appropriate requirements and incentives for the conversion of 
strip commercial development into series of discrete, concentrated commercial areas. 

POLICY 7.1.1: In addition to the standards required herein, the following factors apply to 
industrial rezoning and development order applications: 

1 - 4 no changes. 

5. Applications for industrial development will be reviewed and evaluated as to: 

a. air emissions (rezoning and development orders); 

b. impact~ and effect~ on environmental and natural resources (rezoning and development 
orders); 

c - h no changes. 

i. buffering and screening2, eKeept p£0pefties withia the ladustfial De•relepmeftt futl::H"e laad 
use eategery adjaoeftt te lands £0designated te the Urban Cm:emuaity rat\:lfe laad use 
eategefy b~· 0£diaanoe 16 17 will fetaia their de•relepmeftt petefttial and laad de¥elepmeat 
fegulatiens (iaoludiag bl:lffefs and setbaekis) oeasisteftt with the £0quifemeftts pfe¥ieus te 
the fedesigftatiea, as theugh the fedesigaated lands &f0 aea residefttial ia use (planned 
development rezoning and development orders); 

j - m no changes. 

POLICY 7.1.2: Industrial development is encouraged in the Industrial Development. Tradeport 
and Industrial Interchange future land use categories. Industrial developments in these future land 
use categories requiring rezoning and meeting DCI thresholds must be rezoned to a de•releped as 
Planned Developments. All rezonings to allow industrial uses outside of e1Eoept if leeated v,rithia 
the MbEed Use Oreday ef the Industrial Development, Tradeport, or Industrial Interchange future 
land use categories must be rezoned to a Planned Development, except if located within the Mixed 
Use Overlay. The Planned Development must be designed to arrange uses as an integrated and 
cohesive unit in order to: promote compatibility and screening; reduce dependence on the 
automobile; promote pedestrian movement within the development; utilize joint parking, access 
and loading facilities; avoid negative impacts on surrounding land uses and traffic circulation; 
protect natural resources; and.,_provide necessary facilities and services where they are inadequate 
to serve the proposed use. 

2 Except for properties within the Industrial Development future land use category that are adjacent to lands redesignated to the Urban Community 
future land use category by Ordinance I 6-17 will retain their development potential and land development regulations (including buffers and 
setbacks) consistent with the requirements previous to the redesignation, as though the redesignated lands are non-residential in use. 
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POLICY 7.1.5: Permit agriculturally-related industrial uses that directly serve the agriculture 
industry in the Rural and Open Lands future land use categories f\¾fal llfl.d agriet-iltufal eommufl.ity 
in OFeas ifldieated oft the Futufe Land Use Map as Rufal Of Opefl. LORds, provided there is they hll',<e 
adequate fire protection, transportation,--afl.Q wastewater treatment~--afl.Q water supply, and ha¥e no 
adverse effect on surrounding land uses and natural resources. These determinations will be made 
during the rezoning process. 

POLICY 7.1.6: Maintain lband development regulations that will-require that industrial uses be 
adequately buffered and screened from adjacent existing or proposed residential areas so as to 
prevent visual blight and noise pollution. 

POLICY 7.1.8: Lee County will discourage conversion of lands within the Tradeport and 
Industrial Development future land use categories to other future land use categories to ensure 
adequate land is available for industrial uses and other employment opportunities. All Co1,mty 
actioRs relatiRg to iRd1:1strial la Rd 1:1ses FA1:1st ee coRsisteRt with the goals, oejecti•.ies, a Rd f)Olicies 

of the EcoRoFTiic EleFTieRt. 

************************************************************************************* 

XI. Economic Element 

GOAL lS81 Lee Couaty will aehie¥e llfl:d maifl.taifl. a di•,<efsified afld stable eeoHomy ey pfo•Adiflg a positi•,<e 
eusifless elimate that ass1:1fes m~dmt!Bl employmefl.t opportt1F1.ities while maifl.taifliflg a high EJ:Hality of life. 

OBJECTIVE 1S8.l: Lee Co1:1fl.ty will eF1.eot1fage the eofl.seFVatiofl afl.d eflhllfl:eemefl.t of those HatuFal 
llfl:d e1:1ltt1fal fesot1fees that fepfesefl.t the fet1F1.datiofl of the Com:rty's enistiflg fetifemefl.t, feefeatiofl, ORd 
to\¾fist Ofiefl.ted eeofl.omy ifl ofdef to plaee Loe Co1:1F1.ty ifl a eompetiti'le positiofl to efl.able the fetefl.tiofl 
llfl:d e1fpaF1.sioF1. of these llfl.d othef 01:1siF1.ess opport1:1F1.ities. 

POLICY lS8.l.l1 Lee Cot1fl.ty will eHeot!fllge the de•,<elopmefl.t of di•,<efse e1:1ltuFal :faeilities, 
thfoHgh pHBlie, pfi¥ate, of pHBlie/.pfr,.ate pllftFl.efships, that meet the fl.eeds of the fesidefl.ts ORd 
\'isitorn of Lee Couaty. 
POLICY 1S8.l.l: Lee Comrty ',1rill pfomote the opportHflity fef de¥elopmefl.t llfl.d st1pport of 
hospitals, fl.\¾f'Siflg homes, llfl:d additiofl.al medieal felated :faeilities ifl oroef to pfomote a eofl.tifl.Ut!Hl. 
of ellfe to efl.Rllfl.ee the EJ:Hality of life tAF01:1gkoHt the Co1:1F1.ty. 
POLICY 1S8.l.J: Lee Co1:11rty will eoopeFate with state efl.tities llfl:d othef soeial seFViee pfo'+'idefs 
to efl.eo\¾fllge the establishmeflt of pfogrllffl.s llfl:d :faeilities that assist the eldeFly pop1:1latiofl. of Lee 
Couaty. 
POLICY 158.1.41 Lee Co1:1Hty will work with the shefif:f, fife aistriets, muRieipalities, ana othef 
appfopfiate efl.tities to pfo¥ide a stfoflg p1:10lie safety pfogrllffl. eapaele of pfoteetiflg the eitiii!efl.s of 
Lee Cow:rty llfl.d theif pfopefty. 
POLICY lS8.l.S1 Lee Co1:1fl.t)· will maifl.taifl a p1:1hliely spoFI.SOfed feeyeliflg pfogram as vrell as 
"Keep Lee Couaty Clean," "Adopt a Road," llfl.d "Adopt a Beaeh" progfllffis to maifl.taifl a positi¥e 
pHBlie image. 
POLICY lS8.l,61 Lee Cot1F1.ty will pfoteet the efl'+'ifonmefl.t that s1:1staiF1.s the eommefeial fishiHg 
llfl.d to\¾fist ifldustries ey opposiflg the leasiflg of off shofe tmets fef the pHFpose of oil e*plofatiofl 
aad driUiHg. The Gowrty will oppose off shofe oil dfilliflg ifl the fegiofl. so1:1th oflatit1:1de 27 degrees 
fl.Orth to the state watefs fl.Orth of the Flofida Keys and '+¥est to loflgitude 86 degrees west. 
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POLICY Hi8.l.7: Lee Ceumy v1ill e0O0urage the preservatieR ef seRsitive Ratural reseuroes, 
iRoludiRg beaehes, ',¥etlands, estuaries, olean air and water, histerio reseuroes, soeRie vistas and 
ether u0ique Ratural reseuroes threugh publio aoquisitieR and,ler regulatery preteotieR. 
POLICY 1S8.l.8: Lee Ceuftty 'Nill eRsure a oeRtiffi!ed oommitHl:eRt of a pertieR of the Teurist 
De11el0pme0t Ta~£ ta be used fer beaoh and share related impr0veme0ts suoh as resteratieR and 
erosioR oeRtrel, re0ourishmeRt, fm:ure beaeh aoquisitieR, fishiRg piers, and beaoh aooess peiRts, 
beaoh parkiRg faoilities, and maiRteRaRoe. 
POLICY 1S8,l,9: Lee CouRty, iR respo0se ta ourreRt and prejeoted Reeds efLee Ceunty resideRts, 
will e0O0urage a dii.•erse mh£ ef heusiRg types, siz3es, prioes, GRd rems by maiRtaiRiRg mh£ed use 
lood use oategeries iR the Future Land Use BlemeRt. 
POLICY 1S8.l.10: B11aluate the ourreRt land de11elepmeRt regulatery and fisoal struoture ta 
ideRtify and remeve w:here apprepriate the UR-Vranted impedimeRts ta e0suri0g de•,•elepmeRt is 
fisoally be0efioial. 

OBJECTIVE 1S8.2: Lee CeuRty will maiRtaiR and develep pregrams whioh are designed ta eK:paRd 
GRd enhaRoe the teurism i0dustry. 

POLICY 1S8.2.l: Lee Gaunt)•, iR 000rdi0ati0n with the Teurist De•1el0f)meRt CeURoil (TDC) GRd 
ether apf)ref)riate eRtities, '+'+'ill 00Rti0ue ta supf)ert the area's demestio ood i0temati00al teurism 
dei,•elef)meRt f)regram ta ensure 000ti0uati0R and m[f)ansieR efthe teurism i0dustry. 
POLICY 1S8.2.2: Lee Ceumy, iR oeerdiRatioR with the TDC and ether apflref)riate eRtities, will 
00Rti0ue ta lead the leoal teurism i0dus~• GRd werk with the oemmUHity ta f)esitieR Lee CeuRty 
as a frie0dly and hesf)itable Yisitor desti0atio0. 
POLICY 1S8.2.3: Lee CeuRty, iR 000rdi0atioR with the TDC GRd ether apf)ref)riate eRtities, and 
iR 000ju0oti0R with the Pert Authority, will werk teward f)0siti00i0g Lee Ceumy as a major 
GYiatieR iRtemati00al f)0rt ef eRtry. 
POLICY 1S8.2,4t Lee CeURty, iR 000rdi0ati0n with the TDC and ether apf)ref)riate eRtities, sheuld 
00Rti0ue the stroRg researoh efferts that aoourately measure the eo000mio imf)aot ef teurism and 
f)revide iRformatieR fer f)lanRiRg, marketiRg and managemeRt ef teurism fer beth the f)riYate and 
publio seoters. 
POLICY 1S8.2.S: Lee CeuRty, iR oeerdiRatieR with the TDC and ether apf)ref)riate eRtities, will 
f)romote the de•1el0pmeRt ef eoeteurism iR Lee Ceumy. 
POLICY 1S8.2.(;: Lee Ceumy, in oeerdiRatieR with the TDC and ether apflr0f)riate eRtities, will 
f)FOmete the develef)meRt ef the Sf)erts market ood Sf)erts faoilities fer future eo000mio 
de11el0pme0t. 

OBJ-ECTWE 1S8.3t Lee CeURty, iR 000rdi0atioR with the Heriz3eR CeuRoil GRd ether apf)ref)riate 
eRtities, will establish, oeRtiffile and maiRtaiR f)r0grGH1.s whioh are designed ta f)remete and e0O0urage 
the reeruitmeRt 0f0e•,,. iRElustries that wm faeilitafe aREl Elh•ersify Lee Ceuaty's eee00mio base. 

POLICY 1S8.3,l: Lee Count)• will, iR e00rdi0ati0R with the H0riz30n CeURoil ood ether apflrOf)riate 
eRtities, fermulate GR eo000mio de•,•elef)meRt f)lan ta assist leoal orgGRiz3atioRs iR festeriRg the 
exf)ansieR and dii.•ersifioatieR efLee CeURt)''s eo000mio base, GRd will set ferth the iRteRt, fu0diRg, 
and the meGRs G'failable for its imf)lemeRtatieR. 
POLICY 1S8.3.2: Lee Geooty, iR 000rdi0ati0R with the Heriz3eR G0u0oil GRd ether apf)ref)riate 
eRtities, will sustaiR a oeerdiRated leoal, regieRal, RatieRal, ood iRtemati00al marketiRg f)regram 
that will ideRtify GRd attraot i0dustrial, oemmeroial, and effioe Sf)aoe users. 
POLICY 1S8.3.3: Lee GeURty, iR 000rdi0ati0R with the Heriz3eR GoUReil and ether apflrOf)riate 
eRtities, will ar.nually ref)ert 00 the progress ef Re','' oemf)any leoatiens. 
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POLICY 168.3.4: Lee Col:fflty •,¥ill, iR eoof'aiRatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR CouReil ana othef' appl'opf'iate 
eRtities, ae¥elop a pl'eseRtatioR pael€et to aetively pUl'sue aRa eReout=age busiResses to f'eloeate to 
Lee CouRty. 
POLICY 168.3.6: Lee CouRty will eRsUf'e that aaequate looa is alloeatea iR this Ploo to meet futUf'e 
eommef'eial, iRaustf'ial, agrieultuml, f'esiaeRtial, ana f'eef'eatioRal Reeas. 
POLICY 168.3.6: Lee CouRty w-ill stucly eeoRomie iReeRti•,<es utili:2:ea by 1farious Floriaa eities 
ana eol:fflties that may also be utili:2:ea by Lee CouRty to plaee the County iR a eompetiti1fe positioR 
to attf'aet Rew busiResses. 
POLICY 168.3.7: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR Col:ffleil a0d othef' appl'opf'iate 
eRtities, will eReout=age the e'ltf)a.asioR of iRtematioRal booking ana fiRanee to bettef' aeeommoaate 
the Reeas ofiRtematioRal •fisitorn to the af'ea aRa that ofloeal fif'fRs engages iR global marl€ets. 
POLICY 168.3.8: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR CouReil a.aa othef' appl'opf'iate 
eRtities, v,1ill promote the Pof'eigR '.ft:aae ZoRes iR Lee CouRty. 
POLICY 168.3.9: Lee CouRty will, iR eoof'aiRatioR with loeal, state, ana feaef'al f'epf'eseRtati¥es, 
ae1t1elop a stfategy to iReraase foraigR iwfestmeRt iR Lee CouRty. 
POLICY 168.3.10: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRatioR vrith the Hori:2:oR CouReil aaa othef' appl'opriate 
eRtities, will eoRtiRue prngf'afRs wmeh eReouf'age a.aa assist iR the loeatioR of Rew eompaRies that 
ai•fef'sify the eeoRomy ana ef'eate highef' wage jobs. 

OBJECTWE 168.4: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR Couneil ana othef' apprnpf'iate 
eRtities, will maiRtaiR pl'ograms v,rlueh fife aesigRea to eReout=age the f'eteRtioR ana e1EpansioR of the 
Col:fflty's eKisting eeoRomie base. 

POLICY 168.4.1: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR Couneil aaa othef' appl'opf'iate 
eRtities, will eoRtiRue pl'ograms ,1141:ieh assist e1dsting eompanies iR e'ltf)ansion efforts ana Rew 
eompaaies that aesif'e to f'eloeate to the CouRty. 
POLICY 168.4.2.1 Lee CouRty, iR eoof'aiRation vrith the Hof'i:2:on Col:ffleil aaa othef' appl'opf'iate 
eRtities, will annually f'eport on the prngress of e1dsting inaustf)' e1Epansions. · 
POLICY 168.4.3: Lee County will prnteet aaa pl'omote its e1dsting watef' port ae1felopments. 
POLICY 168.4.4: Lee CouRty, iR eoof'ainatioR with the Hof'i:2:oR Couneil ana othef' apprnpf'iate 
eRtities, will prnmote eeonomie opportl:fflity thf:ough the utiliation of the South•Nest Plof'iaa 
IRtemational Aif'port ana stfeRgtheR the rnle of the aif'port in Lee CouRty's eeoRomie ae¥elopmeRt. 
POLICY 168,4.6: Lee Cm,1ftt)1 will aeti•,.ely p1:1f'sue state aRa foaef'al fHftaiRg fol' tf'aftsportatioR 
impfo•,•emeRts to the loeal, f'egion, state, ana Rational highway system in Lee CoUBty. 
POLICY 168.4.6: All Lee Couaty DepB:ftmeRts ana Dhrisions will eommunieate ana eoof'aiRate 
with the Beonomie De1t1elopmeRt Offiee (BDO) (of its sueeessof) to assUf'e iRtef'aepartmeRtal 
eoof'aiRatioR of iRaustl)· ana business attf'aetion, eJff)ansion ana rateRtion in Lee CouRty. 
:POLICY le8,4.71 Lee Co1:1ety will eeeoUf'age the FeteRtion of the agrieultUf'al ana eommeFeial 
fishing iRaustFies. 
POLICY 168,4,81 Lee County, in eoof'ainatioR with the Hof'i:2:on Couneil ana otheF appl'opriate 
eRtities, may establish an II Ambassaaof' Team 11

, eonsistiRg of ¥oluRteef' f'epf'eseRtati¥es fFom sueh 
soUf'ees as go•fefllfReRt, banldn~nanee, utilities, mfifketiRg, ehambef'S of eommef'ee, eaueation, 
ana label' mfifket seetof'S, iR of'aef' to assist in the f'eteRtioR of taFgetea ina1:1stf'ies ana businesses. 
The fl:ffletioR of the team v1ill be to inef'ease eomml:fflieation betv1eeR CoUBty ana munioipal 
go¥emmeRts, the Hori:2:oR Col:ffleil, ana the b1:1siRess oomml:fflity iR Lee CoUBty. 
POLICY 168.4.9: Lee CoUBty, in eoof'aiRatioR with othef' appl'opf'iato eRtities, will worl€ to 
establish aaa f'etaiR small businesses thrnughout Lee CouRty. 

Exhibit A for 
CPA2022-00001 

February 8, 2023 

Page 7 of 12 



POLICY 1S8.4.Uh Lee Couruy will eeemwage agrieHltl::lre ieelHstry f!Fograms to fHaiHtaie or 
imf!ro•;e its eeoeomie ¥iaeility, f)F01riele eeeessary SHf!f!Ort aeel f!FOfHote Lee CoHnty f)FOelHee. 

OBJECTIVE 1S8.S: Lee CoHI1ty 'i'lill eeeoHrage the enpaesioe anel ele¥elof!fHeHt of eelHeatioeal 
faeilities that eOfH)')lefHeHt eeoeofHie ele'l•elof!fHeHt anel elinrsifieatioe. 

POLICY 1S8.S.1: Lee CoHHty will eoetieHe to eoorelieate vtith anel assist the Lee CoHHty Sehool 
Distriet ie the orelerly aeel ratioeal eff:f)aesioe ofeelHeatioeal facilities that enhanee eeoeomie grovfth 
anel a elesireel EJ:Hality of life. 
POLICY 1S8.S.l: Lee Com1ty will f!FOfHOte the ele•,•elOf!fHeHt of f!FOgrams anel faeilities throtigh 
the Lee CoHHty Sehool Distriot, Floriela SoHthwestem State College, Floriela GHlf Coast Uei¥ersity, 
aeel aey eJ~istieg anEl/or fl:ltHre iestitHtions of higher leamieg, ieelHelieg bHsieess anel eofHfHeree, 
health serviees, teehnologies, anel eelHeatioe eareers. 
POLICY 1S8.S.J: Lee CoHHty will eeeourage the Lee CouHty Sehool Distriet, Floriela 
South:westem State College, Floriela Gulf Coast Uei'l•ersity, anel aey fHture iestitHtioes of higher 
leaFHieg, to ele•,•elof! eoof!erati¥e anel ietegrateel eurrieulums that eehanee aael ieerease the 
f!FOelueti•Aty of the loeal work foree aeel attraet ieelHStries aeel sldlleel workers. 

OBJECTIVE 1S8.6: Lee CouHty will fHaietaie a systefH ofele¥elOf!fHeHt regHlatioes that will f!FOfHote 
the aeeomf!lishfHeHt of the goals, objeeti•,•es, anel f!Olieies of this elefHeHt anel will eff:f)eelite the 
ele¥elof!meet re¥iew f!Foeess for f!Fojeets ieleetifieel by BDO as "eeoeomie f!Fojeets." 

POLICY 1S8.6.1: Before aelof!tieg aey ee1# regulatioe whieh f!Oteetially imf!oses ee'i'I eosts to 
taxfjayers anel f!R¥ate bHsieess, Lee CoHHty first will geeerally assess the ifHf!aet of that regulatioe 
Uf!OH the loeal eeoHOfH)' aRel will aelof!t sHeh regHlatioes oely ie eases of eomf!ellieg f!Ublie eeeel. 
POLICY 1S8.6.l: Lee CouHty will eoHtieue to Htilize Lee Couety staff aeel f!Fi•;ate eitizee 
eofHfHittees to reeofHfHeeel re¥isioes that will streamliee ele¥elOf!fHeHt regulatioes. 
POLICY 1S8.6.J: Lee Couruy will exf!eelite the f!Foeessieg of rezoflieg anel ele•;elof!meet 
f!effHittieg for f!Fojeets ieleetifieel by BDO as "eeoeofHie )')Fojeets." 
POLICY 1S8.6.4: Lee CouHty will apf!oiHt a zoeieg aeel ele11elopfHeHt f!effHittieg OfHbuelsfHan 
withie BDO, 1+¥ho will ha•;e the aHthority to eoorelieate aeel faeilitate the rezoeieg anel ele•,•elOf!fHeHt 
)')effHittieg f!FOeesses for "eeoeofHie f!Fojeets" pursHaHt to Poliey 158.6.3, so as to reeluee reEJ:uests 
for aelelitioeal iefoffHatioe, ieleHtify issue resolHtioes, anel reelHee the amouet of time Sf!eHt ie 
rezoeieg anel f!effHittieg for sueh f!Fojeets. 

GOAL 158: Achieve and maintain a diversified and stable economy by providing a positive business 
climate that assures maximum employments. 

OBJECTIVE 158.1: Foster a positive business climate by providing technical support and guidance 
to existing and prospective businesses. 

POLICY 158.1.1: Provide assistance to various and diversified companies seeking to relocate or 
expand in the County. Assistance may include, but is not limited to. technical development process 
guidance, site selection, and identifying appropriate incentives. 

POLICY 158.1.2: Provide resources and guidance to assist businesses in navigating the County's 
regulatory processes, and to encourage relocation to Lee County. 
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POLICY 158.1.3: Continue to obtain policy guidance and recommendations from appropriate 
advisory councils within the County. including the Horizon Council, the Tourist Development 
Council, and others, as may be created or amended from time to time. 

OBJECTIVE 158.2: Ensure maximum employment opportunities throughout the County. 

POLICY 158.2.1: Allocate adequate land on the Future Land Use Map and in Table Hb) to meet 
the future commercial, industrial, agricultural, residential, and recreational needs of residents and 
visitors to the County. 

POLICY 158.2.2: Encourage efficient use of industrial areas by: 
• Prohibiting residential development in the Tradeport and Industrial Development future land 

use categories: 
• Promoting development of industrial uses with high employment density: and, 
• Allowing for redevelopment to accommodate business growth. 

OBJECTIVE 158.3: Ensure businesses have access to infrastructure and services needed to be 
competitive in a global economy. 

POLICY 158.3.1: Maintain the County's transportation infrastructure, including transit, roads, 
airport, and rail. to ensure safe and convenient travel needed to support businesses within the 
County. 

POLICY 158.3.2: Strengthen the role of the Port Authority's airports as economic engines for 
economic development and diversification within the County. 

POLICY 158.3.3: Protect the capacity and improve the access to the State's Strategic Intermodal 
System (SIS) to support economic development opportunities. 

POLICY 158.3.4: Support provision of digital broadband and communications infrastructure and 
expansion of information technology industries needed to meet current and future business needs. 

GOAL 159: Support the retention and expansion of existing businesses, and the attraction of new domestic 
and foreign businesses. 

OBJECTIVE 159.1: Establish and maintain programs designed to promote and encourage the 
recruitment of new industries to help diversify the County's economic base. 

POLICY 159.1.1: Utilize public relations and marketing to attract a wide range of businesses, 
specifically those which are identified as Target Industries. 

POLICY 159.1.2: Support policies and programs which attract high-growth and competitive 
businesses. 

POLICY 159.1.3: Where appropriate, implement incentives to attract new businesses. 

POLICY 159.1.4: Maintain Land Development Code regulations to support the growth of existing 
and future businesses. 
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POLICY 159.1.5: Support initiatives and programs that attract and maintain foreign investment. 

OBJECTIVE 159.2: Establish and maintain programs designed to encourage the retention and 
expansion of the County's existing economic base. 

POLICY 159.2.1: Retain, and assist in the development of small businesses. 

POLICY 159.2.2: When and where appropriate, encourage and implement incentives to maintain 
existing businesses. 

POLICY 159.2.3: Establish and maintain regulations within the Land Development Code that 
enable small businesses to undertake infill and redevelopment projects. 

POLICY 159.2.4: Support local businesses and organizations that improve the capacity and ability 
of small businesses. 

GOAL 160: Attract, develop, and retain a 21st-century workforce to support Targeted Industry 
employment needs. 

OBJECTIVE 160.1: Workforce Attraction. Attract a continually diversifying workforce. 

POLICY 160.1.1: Ensure that adequate public facilities exist, or are planned, which will serve the 
County's existing and future employment base. 

POLICY 160.1.2: Provide the services needed to maintain the County's position as an attractive 
and viable location for a diversified workforce. 

POLICY 160.1.3: Ensure the development of a wide variety of housing options are available to 
support a diverse workforce. 

OBJECTIVE 160.2: Workforce Retention. Promote the continued growth of the workforce. 

POLICY 160.2.1: Maintain a workforce with up-to-date skill sets by supporting collaboration and 
coordination between the County's various educational institutions and employers in Lee County 
to provide relevant and continuous job training. 

POLICY 160.2.2: Support policies and activities that enhance the quality of life of Lee County's 
workforce. 

OBJECTIVE 160.3: Workforce Education and Training. Collaborate with the County's educational 
institutions to support the continuing educational needs of current and future populations. 

POLICY 160.3.1: Encourage the clustering or co-locating of vocational schools and colleges or 
universities near employment centers to better connect students to potential employment 
opportunities. 

POLICY 160,3,2; Encourage the Lee County School District, Florida South Western State College, 
Florida Gulf Coast University, and other institutions of higher learning, to develop cooperative and 
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integrated curriculums that enhance and increase the productivity of the local work force and attract 
industries and skilled workers. 

GOAL 161: Promote and continue to grow the County's tourism industry, to both domestic and 
international visitors. 

OBJECTIVE 161.1: Leisure Tourism. Support the area's domestic and international tourism 
development. to ensure continuation and expansion of the leisure tourism industry. 

POLICY 161.1.1: Continue to enhance the County's position as the premier tourism destination 
through global marketing and preservation of the area's unique attributes. 

POLICY 161.1.2: Ensure adequate public facilities and services exist to serve the County's guests 
and residents. 

POLICY 161.1.3: Encourage the development of diverse cultural, educational, and entertainment 
facilities that attract visitors. 

POLICY 161.1.4: Identify and support new types and sectors of tourism, as a way to grow the 
County's economy. 

POLICY 161.1.5: Encourage the preservation of sensitive natural resources, including beaches, 
wetlands, estuaries, historic resources, and other unique natural resources through public 
acquisition and/or regulatory protection to support the development of ecotourism in Lee County. 

POLICY 161.1.6: Ensure a continued commitment of a portion of the Tourist Development Tax 
to be used for beach and shore-related improvements such as restoration and erosion control, 
renourishment, future beach acquisition, fishing piers, and beach access points, beach parking 
facilities, and maintenance. 

POLICY 161.1.7: Maintain Land development Codes requirements for design and architectural 
review of projects in proximity to RSW and other points of entry into Lee County. 

OBJECTIVE 161.2: Sports Tourism. Promote the development of the sports tourism market. 

POLICY 161.2.1: Provide facilities and venues for amateur and professional sporting events. 

POLICY 161.2.2: Encourage lodging and other tourism-based development in proximity to sports 
facilities/venues. 

POLICY 161.2.3: Engage with promoters of amateur sporting events in order to attract and retain 
local, state, regional. national and international sporting events. 

OBJECTIVE 161.3: Business Tourism. Promote the development of the business tourism market. 

POLICY 161.3.1: Encourage and support the development of facilities to host business-related 
tourism. 
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POLICY 161.3.2: Support and encourage the development of entertainment and recreational 
facilities to appeal to business travelers and their travel companions. 

POLICY 161.3.3: Engage business groups in order to attract conference-related tourism. 

OBJECTIVE 161.4: Ensure development of the appropriate infrastructure needed to support the 
County's tourism sector. 

POLICY 161.4.1: Position the County as a major aviation international port of entry. 

POLICY 161.4.2: Continue to research and measure the economic impact of tourism, in order to 
provide information for planning. marketing, and management of tourism for both the private and 
public sectors. 

POLICY 161.4.3: Support the development of adequate public and private facilities needed to 
attract and retain long and short term visitors. 

GOAL 162 1M - GOAL 163: RESERVED 

************************************************************************************* 

XIII. Administration 
b. Administrative Interpretations of the Plan 

2. Standards for Administrative Interpretations 

e. In addition to the above, interpretations for a Minimum Use Determination (MUD) will be 
determined under the following standards: 

(7) Properties within future land use categories that do not permit residential density,---as 
stlffim:ari:zed oR Taele l(a), do not qualify for a MUD. 
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April 25, 2023 

 

 

 

Honorable Kevin Karnes 

Clerk of the Circuit Courts 

Lee County 

Post Office Box 2469 

Fort Myers, Florida 33902-2469 

 

Attn: Chris Jagodzinski 

 

Dear Kevin Karnes: 

 

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 125.66, Florida Statutes, this will acknowledge receipt of your 

electronic copy of Lee County Ordinance No. 23-08, which was filed in this office on April 21, 2023. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Anya Owens 

Program Administrator 

 

ACO/wlh 

 

CJagodzinski
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